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Backward Design

What’s important now and years after the course?

What should students do in the course to 
succeed?

Forward Assessment

Imagine students in a situation where they would 
use the knowledge and/or skills.

Focus the learning on realistic meaningful tasks.

Significant Learning

1. Foundational Knowledge

Basic understanding

Necessary for other kinds of  learning

2. Application

Knowledge and how it’s applied

Skills

3. Integration

Making connections (other courses, work, life)

Power: the whole--more than the sum of  the parts

Significant Learning

4. Human Dimension

Human significance of  topic

Learning about self, others

5. Caring

Caring engenders energy for learning

Nothing significant happens without caring

6. Learning How to Learn

Learning more effectively

Life-long learning



Creating SLEs

Learning Goals

Feedback and Assessment

Learning and Teaching Activities

Initial phase: Building strong primary components

1. Where are you?

2. Where do you want to go?

3. How will the students and you know if  they 
get there?

4. How are you going to get there?

5. Who and what can help?

Intermediate phase: Assembling the components into a 
dynamic, coherent whole

What are the major topics in the course?

What will the students need to do?

What is the overall scheme of  learning activities?

Final Phase: Taking care of  important details

9. How are you going to grade?

10. What could go wrong?

11. Let students know what you are planning.

12. How will you know how the course is going? 
How it went?

Teaching & Learning Activities

Doing Experiences

Direct: Real doing, in authentic settings.

Indirect: Case Studies, Simulations

Observing Experiences

Direct: Seeing the phenomena to be observed

Indirect: Stories, films, etc.

DIY Learners

Teaching students to make best use of  our 
services and all of  the tools and resources 
available to them.



Online Environments

Moodle (other LMS)

Social Networks

Online Reading & Listening

Online Tools

Vocab Profiler

Oral Histories Project

Videocasting & Digital 
Portfolio Project

Good courses are courses that . . .

challenge students to significant kinds of  learning.

use active forms of  learning.

have teachers who care about the subject, their 
students, and teaching and learning.

have teachers who interact well with students.

have a good system for feedback, assessment and 
grading.
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